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The Tuggeranong Community Council
(TCC) has warned the ACT Government
that many Valley families face serious
financial hardship and the recent ACT
Budget will only add to their woes.

Addressing the ACT Select Committee
on Estimates 2011-2012, TCC President,
Darryl Johnston and Vice President, Dug
Holmes, described the Budget as bit of a
mixed bag. Mr. Johnston said while Tug-
geranong residents would benefit from
Canberra wide initiatives announced in
the Budget and from capital projects
targeted to Tuggeranong residents the
real sting comes from an increase in
general rates.

He said for the second year in a row,
Tuggeranong residents had been hit with
an average rate increase higher than any
other district in the ACT.

ifRates across the
average of 5.5%. This is higher than the
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consumer price index of 3.3% and higher
than other parts of Canberra. The 5.5%
average rate increase in Tuggeranong
compares to average rate rises of 2.82%
in North Canberra, minus 0.16% in South

Canberra, 2.81% in Woden Valley,
4.79% in Weston Creek, 3.98% in Bel-
connen and 3.68% in
Johnston told members of the Select
Committee.

increases in general rates
are having a significant
impact on many
Tuggeranong families

AfResidents in my
holm will again suffer the largest rise of
7.45% or an additional $94 on their rates
bill. They are followed by Banks resi-
dents with a 6.27% increase in their
rates, Calwell and Isabella Plains on

V a b.88% yandwsowrie with jars igcreasg of a n

5.78%. 0
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Rates hardship, TCC tells MLAs

He said this follows a higher than aver-
age rate increase last year.

Ailn 2010 Tuggeranong
slugged an average increase of 6.57%.
That was compared to 0.51% in South
Canberra, 2.07% in North Canberra,
2.99% in Gungahlin, 3.67% in Woden
Valley, 3.76% in Belconnen and 3.86%
in Weston Creek. 0

Mr. Johnston said the TCC is not the
only group concerned about rate in-
creases. The ACT Ratepayers Associa-
tion warned last year that; i Rat e s
been going up about 30% greater than
the Consumer Price Index for the last
four years. o

He said he is concerned the increases in
general rates are having a significant
impact on many Tuggeranong families
and individuals who are already doing it
tough with rises in their weekly grocery
bills and forecasted interest rate rises.

ACharitable and soci al
tions in Tuggeranong are reporting sig-
nificant increases in demand for their
services from families and individuals
suffering hardship. Not only those on
welfare but also those who are employed

and are still finding it difficult to make
eGdBgmelinpd Mr.

AfOne major charitabl e
works with the Tuggeranong community,

St Vincent de Paul, has reported a 12%
increase in demand for its services in the

last nine months. It also reports a 22%
increase in the numbers of employed
people seeking assistance.

O Wnfj Tshebster bar @f pE€HpFe, who
are facing difficulty keeping up with
rental and mortgage payments and the
gener al costs of I i vi
said.

Continued on Pg 2
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iThe | evel of assi
Paul provides for those Tuggeranong
residents in need has increased from
just over $90,000 in 2008/09 to $126,000
in 2009/10,06 Mr. Jo

iOt her charitabl e 4
organisations tell a similar story. For
example Communities@Work reports an
18% increase in the last 9 months in the
number of individuals and families to
whom it has provided emergency relief.
This does not include the many people
who come to Communities@Work seek-
ing assistance and have to be turned
away and referred to other organisations
because they are al

iMeanwhil e The Saly
a 10 to 15% increase in demand for its
services when it ramps up operations in
the Tuggeranong Va
added.

TCC Vice President, Dug Holmes told
the Select Committee the TCC, in asso-
ciation with the Lanyon Valley Commu-
nity Forum, had forwarded a Budget
submission to the ACT Government with
a list of project needs for consideration.

iAmong ot her thing
had called for the establishment of a
food cooperative and community cafe to
provide low cost food to the disadvan-
taged, training and employment opportu-
nities and communit

Mr. Holmes said the submission also
highlighted the need for a library in the
Lanyon Valley based on the Kingston
Library model.

The ACT Budget was released on 3 May
and included new infrastructure spend-
ing in Tuggeranong totalling more than
$12.3m.

It included $6m for a pedestrian bridge at
Kambah linking the new Namadgi P-10
school, $2.1m for a new multi-purpose
I ndoor community f
Shed, $1.7m for workshop spaces at the
Hume Recovery Centre, a share of
$1.1m for the restoration of the Isabella
Plains Sportsgrounds, $0.72m for design
works for the new Southern Cemetery at
Hume and $0.7m for design works for a
new CIT learning centre in Tuggeranong.

Ongoing works announced in the Budget
total $20m and include among other
things; $3.7m for construction of Na-
madgi P-10 school, $3.03m for the Erin-
dale Centre Major Bus Station, $1.35m
for Park and Ride facilities at Erindale,
$1.49m for enhancement of the Tidbin-
billa Sanctuary and Birragai Outdoor
School and $0.5m for construction of the
Tuggeranong 55 Plus Club premises.

stance

acility
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Budget costs

I ncen

families say

hnston shlbs

nd community

wel fare
ACT Leader of the Opposition, Zed Se-
selja, used his Budget Reply Speech to
highlight, what he describes as, a dec-
ade in which rates and taxes have dou-
bled across the territory. In doing so he

released his own Party
study, called AACT b
Budget o.

r eV Segeljaosaicdthedudgeris acbhtteed . 0

ground between the ACT Labor putting

attihenrAhmndexpacCsanberr

pay for their bills and Canberra families
trying to pay theirs.

ey, 0 Mr Johnston
Mr Seselja said the ACT Labor govern-
ment talks about cost of living, but little in
this budget helps alleviate that pressure.
AfiToday in my budget re
comprehensive analysis on the rise of
the cost of living pressures on Canberra
families under the ACT Labor govern-
ment. It shows that since Labor has
come to power taxation per capita has
risenh94 percerst. riom$1 8G9 iwloen
Labor came to office to an expected
$3,505 per person in 2010-11.

iSince Labor came to p
poopertytraies and chardes gresv dyi oder

75 percent; rents have grown approxi-

mately 68 percent; water prices have

more than doubled (163 percent); elec-

tricity has increase by 75 percent; and

parking fees for all day places in Civic

have increased by 57 percent since July
2001. 0

Mr. Seselja said there is no bigger or
better symbol of being completely out of
touch than the decision to spend $430
million on a new office building at a time
when cost of living is biting more and
more households.

and Menés
Meanwhile, Treasurer Katy Gallagher
called on the Opposition Leader to set
out a full, alternative budget.

iwWe have heard a | ot o
Mr. Seselja but we haven't heard many
alternatives or suggestions about what

he would do if he had to deliver a

Budget.

Ms. Gallagher said the 2011/12 ACT
Budget is a responsible, targeted and
measured approach to deliver more
frontline services and ease cost of living
pressures on thousands of Canberra
households.

Sources: media releases
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Inside the new random roadside drug testing
unit to be operating on ACT roads.

The Tuggeranong Community Council
(TCC) has welcomed the commence-
ment of random roadside drug testing in
the ACT.

Chairperson of the TCC Community Ser-
vices and Transport Committee, Alison
Ryan, said the TCC was among a num-
ber of groups, organisations and indi-
viduals that fought for the introduction of
random roadside drug testing.

She said the TCC lodged submissions
and responses to t
discussion paper and draft legislation
supporting the introduction of random
roadside drug testing.

he

The CIT Learning Centre at Tuggeranong has
been allocated funding in the recent ACT
Budget for a new home.

iRandom, roadsi de
been in operation in many other Austra-
l'ian states for a
said.

il am pleased our
and we are now seeing the introduction
of another measure that will work to-

wards making our
Ryan added.
She said the TCCo&s

ported by an online survey that showed
that more than half of all respondents
(57%) said they knew someone who had
driven a vehicle while under the influ-
ence of illicit drugs.

AMeanwhi |l e, 73% of
they were concerned or very concerned
about drug driving and 60% said they
supported random roadside drug testing
in the ACT. 0

ACT Traffic Operations Officer-in-
Charge, Sergeant Jeff Knight said that
random roadside drug testing will be
rolled out gradually, with the view to con-
duct drug testing in similar ways to drink
driving operations.

ACT Government 6s
AiThis is the first
ACT will be subjected to random road-
side drug testing, o

Brindabella, Joy Burch and Brendan
Smyth.

The proposal has now been taken a step
further in separate discussions with the
CEO of Canberra Institute of Technol-
ogy, Adrian Marron and University of
Canberra Vice Chancellor, Professor
Stephen Parker.

More than 4,330 residents from the Tug-
geranong Valley and surrounds are cur-
rently enrolled at universities in Can-
berra.

There are approx 5,000 Valley residents

The Tuggeranong Co mmuzﬁ"ﬁgicf;%{at tl&?(&’;{;ﬁus ?apb@rga Institute

(TCC) call to boost tertiary education
facilities in the Valley appears to be gain-
ing momentum.

The TCC called for the establishment of
a combined technical college and univer-
sity campus in the Tuggeranong Valley
in a motion passed at its April meeting.

After initial discussions with the former

Chief Minister, Jon Stanhope, who said
the proposal had merit, it has also been
raised in discussions with Members for

Tuggeranong Community Council

ology campuses, including
the Tuggeranong Learning Centre.

Meanwhile the ACT Government an-
nounced in the recent Budget that
$700,000 had been allocated to proceed
with the forward design for a new CIT
Learning Centre in Tuggeranong.

ACT Education Minister, Andrew Barr,
said the new facili
provision of vocational education and
training services to the Tuggeranong
community.
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r o a dtest ifa drivee has drugsd camnabis, O

has
| d

testi
we

ng
i As bui t he
towards targeted random roadside drug
testing operations in line with our other

e f ftorratfsf ihca vcea nppaaiidg nosf, fo

Police will use an oral (saliva swab) to

methamphetamine and/or MDMA
(ecstasy)d in their system. People un-

a rableitowndettakenan aral salivaswab will

be tested through blood tests.

Unlike alcohol testing, there is no level or
limit for prescribed drug content.

The offence relates to the presence of

r ethe drogy an activie lngredient of canna-

t

t

bis, methamphetamine and/or MDMA, in
the blood or saliva.

An independent and qualified laboratory
will undertake the analysis of the drug
tests to confirm the presence of drugs in
the system.

Legislation to enable random roadside
drug testing of motorists on ACT roads
came into effect on 1 December 2010.

| Theelegislation @llows<or the userof bottn e
blood and oral testing, targeted and ran-
Sem.geant Knight said.

TCC meeting
on roads

The state of roads in the Tuggeranong
Valley, traffic volume and parking are
expected to be hot topics at the next
meeting of the Tuggeranong Community
Council.

Guest speaker will be Mr Tony Gill,
Director of Roads ACT within the Office
of Transport.

The meeting will be held in the upstairs
conference room of the Canberra South-
ern Cross Club on the corner of Holwell
yandlﬁitman Str§a§8;inpﬁéeewvayen TO
Tuesday 7 June. It will commence at
7.30pm. Visit; www.tuggec.com

[2)
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TCC farewell
to Stanhope

Former Chief Minister, Jon Stanhope with

TCC Vice President, Colin Petrie (left) and

President, Darryl Johnston (right) following
one of their quarterly meetings.

The Tuggeranong Community Council
(TCC) has congratulated Katy Gallagher
on her appointment as Chief Minister.

The TCC has also extended its best
wishes to former Chief Minister, Jon
Stanhope, who announced his retirement
on 9 May after 10 years at the helm.

TCC President, Darryl Johnston, said
that he wished Mr. Stanhope well and
that he appreciated the time the former
Chief Minister gave the TCC in regular
one on one meetings.

AfDespite his busy sc
ings would often run over time. Our last
meeting was in April
APutting politics as
former Chief Minister was a committed
Canberran. o

AfHe al ways spoke abo
passion, o0 Mr. Johnst

He added that he looked forward to the
first meeting between the TCC and Ms
Gallagher and building on the good
working relationship that existed be-
tween the Council and Mr. Stanhope.

Fed Budget
pays off

Member for Canberra, Gai Brodtmann,
has welcomed 2011/12 Federal Budget
investment in Tuggeranong. Ms
Brodtmann said the Budget strengthens
Australiabs
and generates training opportunities in
Tuggeranong.

She said the key highlights include:

$82.2 million for road infrastruc-
ture this financial year

$68 million to partner with the
ACT Government
Centenary celebrations.

$30.6 million for the Australian
Security Intelligence Organisation
building

$6.1 million increase in base
funding for the High Court

$33.9 million increase over four
years for the Australian War Me-
morial

$1.7 million seed funding for the
Australian War Memorial to com-
mence planning for a new perma-
nent exhibition on the first World
War to commemorate the Cen-
tenary of ANZAC

Additional $2 million this financial
year for the completion of the

h e d UNjafoflal Sakefy of REsfalia
building refurbishments and en-

ancembr® Brdlettt 0N s ai

$2'|3 miIIioVr\} gollars to imepamfe
' critical outfeach and {ralning in

health

6700 local families eligible for an
t Gt $402(potp§; chjld; between 16
549 ygars old to assist with the

cost of living

7397 apprentices will be eligible

for the Trade Apprentice bonus

scheme.
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Source: media release
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“Even Superman had Foster Parents™

Become a foster carer

Information sessions are
commencing soon

Call 42%0 2191 or visit www.galilee.org.av

Managed by Communities@Work

Tuggeranong Community Council
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Group centre
review

The ACT Planning and Land Authority
(ACTPLA) is seeking community com-
ment on its review of planning and devel-
opment policies for Canberra's commer-
calzenest es mor e jobs,

In launching a discussion paper , ACT-
PLA Chief Planning Executive, Neil Sav-
ery, said group and local centres play an
important role in our daily lives. Mr. Sav-
ery said the centres are also increasingly
home to many Canberrans.

radgs
es for group
need to meet community expectations
now and into the future, so we want resi-
dents to tell us how we can improve
planning policies to make these
centres environmentally sustainable,
socially inclusive and economically dy-
namic, 0 he added.

an

Mr. Savery said the discussion paper
outlines issues and options and asks
readers to comment on various ques-
tions on land use, planning controls,
supermarket competition, building
heights, residential development in cen-
tres, housing to meet the needs of the
ACT's changing demographics, noise
control and nightlife activities.

and other

AThese quest

. the contemporary challenges our centres

e

face. They are relevant to the current
development of master plans for key
Canberra centres and will complement
the outcomes of Time to Talk, which
helped identify community aspirations for
how Canberra should de
AfFeedback from public
discussion paper will help determine

policy directions for recommendation to
Government and likely changes to the

current policy settings of the Territory

Pl an. o

AfAs part of the commer
process, ACTPLA will reconvene the

reference group that reviewed commu-

nity comments during the review of the
residential and subdiv
Savery concluded.

The discussion paper and an explana-
tory fact sheet are available at:
www.actpla.act.gov.au/
TerritoryPlanreview and ACTPLA's shop-
front at 16 Challis St Dickson.

Comments close on Monday, 4 July
2011. For more information please call
6205 3146 or 0402 780 981.

Source: media release
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Canberra seniors to have own assembly

ACT Minister for Ageing, Joy Burch, is
asking Canberrans to nominate for the
ACT Older Persons Assembly, a new
initiative which seeks to encourage older
persons to have their say in policy devel-
opment.

iAn ACT Ol der Perso
held in the ACT Legislative Assembly on
Friday, 30 September 2011 to coincide
with celebrations for the International
Day of Ol der
nounced.

She said the purpose of the ACT Older
Persons Assembly will be to hear and
understand the key issues that affect the
lives of older people, and to give older
persons a platform to participate in public
policy development.

"ACT Older Persons Assembly was in-
spired by the Scottish Older Persons
Assembly held in 2009, and it will include
solution-focused discussions that build
upon the themes of the ACT Strategic
Plan for Positive Ageing 2010-2014," Ms
Burch said.

AiThe 2011 Ol der Per
initiative of the ACT Legislative Assem-
bly in consultation with the Speaker and
peak ageing and seniors' organisations."

AParticipants in t
sembly will be selected following the

Persons | 0

he

TCC members
among honoured
volunteers

Tuggeranong Community Council (TCC)
members, Jan Petrie and Rusty Wood-
ward, were among those recently hon-
oured for their volunteer work.

Rusty and Jan are also community edu-
cation volunteers with the Council of the
Aging (COTA) and were among 13
COTA members to be honoured as ACT
Volunteers of the Year. The award rec-
ognises their outstanding voluntary ser-
vice to the ACT and wider Canberra re-
gion.

Community Education Manager, Chris-
tine Spicer, said the volunteers enjoy
working with and have a passion to en-
hance the health and wellbeing of mem-
bers of our community.

AiThese key el ement s
valued members of the Community Edu-
cation Team, 0 she s

Tuggeranong Community Council

ns Assembly wildl be

Ms Burch an-

Representatives of Scotland's older people fill the Scottish Parliament for the Assembly.

nomination process to ensure that a

broad cross-section of the ACT's older

citizens is
S O"ﬁomina&ions are open to aIIi ACT resiﬁ
dents agea 55 years and over.The total
number of available places is limited by
the size of the ACT Legislative Assembly
chamber. Two-thirds of the places will be
aIBqatgd to indiﬁgiduglsS aondnone thAr% to
represen?a{ives from seniors organisa-
tions. 0

"This is the first time that an Older Per-
sons Assembly will be held in the ACT

r epr es e n taadds possibly a first for Australia, and |

believe it can become a useful forum for
debate and discussion," Ms Burch con-
cluded.

Nominations close on 30 June 2011 and
nomination forms are available at:
www.dhcs.act.gov.au/wac/ageing/OPA

Source: media release

Govt aims to put tabs on tabbies

The ACT Government will undertake a
survey to gather community attitudes on
responsible cat ownership.

Former Chief Minister and Minister for
Territory and Municipal Services, Jon
Stanhope, said the survey aims to gather
information about cat registration and
micro chipping, control of feral and stray
cats, containment of domestic cats and
wildlife and bushland conservation.
make them highly
Mr. Stanhope said three groups of resi-
a idénts will be surveyed - non-cat owners,

Working with our community

cat-owners and residents of cat contain-
ment suburbs such as Forde and Bon-
ner.

AThe results will h
implement policies related to domestic

and stray c'ats, A he
ifiCats are important

in our society but there are also costs
associated with them. These costs are
wider than the financial expense of car-
ing for them, extending to predation on
native wildlife and animal welfare con-
cerns relating to homeless and mis-
treated cats, 0 Mr.

The random telephone survey will be
undertaken during May. The questions
have been developed in collaboration
with the Australian National University,
the RSPCA and the Invasive Animals
Cooperative Research Centre.

The results of the survey were expected
to be available in June 2011.

Source: media release
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