
 Tuggeranong Community Council Newsletter                                                                                         Issue 8: September 2011 

 Tuggeranong Community Council      Working with our community                              www.tuggcc.com       Page 1       

One of the first tasks for re-elected TCC 
President, Darryl Johnston, and newly 
elected TCC Vice President, Nick Tsou-
lias, was to meet with ACT Chief Minis-
ter, Katy Gallagher. This was the first 
meeting with Ms Gallagher in her capac-
ity as Chief Minster and follows on from 
successful quarterly meetings with her 
predecessor, Jon Stanhope. 
 
A range of issues was discussed at the 
meeting on 8 September which went for 
almost an hour in the Chief Ministerôs 
offices. Among other topics discussed 
were rates and infrastructure spending in 
Tuggeranong, planning and develop-
ment, the environment, education, Tralee 
and debt collection.  
 
Mr. Johnston pointed to the two previous 
ACT Budgets in which Tuggeranong 
residents had incurred higher than aver-
age rate increases. He said while the 

TCC welcomes infrastructure initiatives 
announced in the last Budget, overall 
figures suggest more funds are directed 
to other areas of Canberra at the ex-
pense of Tuggeranong. The Chief Minis-
ter explained that rates are based on 
land values and the primary reason for 
the rate rises is the increase in property 
prices in the Valley.  
 
However, she took on board the TCCôs 
concerns and suggestions that further 
spending is required in Tuggeranong to 
upgrade roads leading to the Town Cen-
tre and to undertake maintenance to 
existing amenities and infrastructure. 
 
The TCC also raised the issue of air 
quality in Tuggeranong. Mr. Johnston 
highlighted a recent motion which called 
for, among other things, increased moni-
toring of PM2.5 and the location of an 
additional air monitoring station in the 

Valley. He also conveyed the Councilôs 
opposition to developments that will in-
crease air pollution. He pointed to the 
proposed industrial expansion at Hume, 
a planned crematorium and an increase 
in heavy vehicles on the Monaro High-
way as a result of the proposed Can-
berra Airport 24 hour freight hub.   
 
In regard to the crematorium, Mr. Johns-
ton said residents in Fadden and Macar-
thur are concerned about emissions from 
the proposed complex that will be close 
to their homes. He said the TCC sup-
ported a new southern cemetery but has 
called on the ACT Government to inves-
tigate less polluting technologies that 
achieve the same result.  
 
On the question of winter wood smoke 
pollution, the Chief Minister referred to 
the latest ACT Government Air Quality 
Report that showed that, overall, Can-
berra enjoyed good air quality. Mr. 
Johnston said while he welcomes the 
report it also recognised we still have a 
major problem with wood smoke pollu-
tion in many Tuggeranong neighbour-
hoods. He said he is also concerned 
about the health impact from neighbour-
hood wood smoke. Mr. Johnston said the 
TCC supports the wood heater buyback 
and education programs and looks for-
ward to their expansion.  
 
Ms Gallagher also welcomed the TCCôs 
position on the development of land op-
posite Bunnings describing the Councilôs 
attitude as ñvery progressiveò. The TCC 
has given its conditional support to the 
project based on the current concepts 
and designs. The TCC has said it will 
support the project as long as the two 
proposed residential towers do not ex-
ceed 12 storeys and that money raised 
from the sale of the land is spent on in-
frastructure in Tuggeranong. 

 
Continued on Page 2 

Talking Tuggeranong with the Chief  

TCC Vice President, Nick Tsoulias, (Left) and TCC President, Darryl Johnston (Right) following 
talks with ACT Chief Minister, Katy Gallagher.  
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From Page 1 
 
Ms Gallagher said her government was 
investigating the TCCôs call for the es-
tablishment of a debt recovery office. 
She said she supported efforts to ar-
range an affordable debt recovery plan 
for people with outstanding fines and 
other debts to government. 
  
On the issue of green waste and the 
TCCôs call for the introduction of green 
bins, the Chief Minister said that advice 
she has received does not support the 
introduction of green bins, but to wait for 
the release of the ACT Waste Strategy 
at the end of the year. 
  
Mr. Johnston reiterated the TCCôs sup-
port for the expansion of CIT learning 
facilities in Tuggeranong and called for 
the inclusion of a small University of 
Canberra campus to support Valley stu-
dents. He suggested a satellite campus 
where students can study and attend 
their lectures via live streaming or web-
cast without having to travel to Bruce. He 
said they could also take advantage of 
the facilities at the new CIT and those 
that already exist at the Tuggeranong 
Library, nearby college and arts centre. 
He said such a development will go hand 
in hand with proposals for amalgamation 
between CIT and UC.  
 
Meanwhile the Chief Minister supported 
the TCCôs opposition to the proposed 
Tralee residential development and ech-
oed concerns it will lead to aircraft over 
Tuggeranong and increased traffic on 
the Monaro Highway. 
 
In wrapping up the talks the Chief Minis-
ter indicated she is happy to continue to 
meet with the TCC on a regular basis as 
did her predecessor. Both Mr. Johnston 
and Mr. Tsoulias said they are pleased 
with the outcome of the discussions and 
look forward to the next meeting.    

Kambah    
master plan 

meeting  
 
Residents have expressed fears they will 
lose the ñopen plan and village atmos-
phereò under the proposed Kambah 
Group Centre Master Plan being consid-
ered by the ACT Government.  
 
They raised this and other concerns at a 
public meeting called by the Tugger-
anong Community Council and held at 
the Burns Club on 19 September.  
 
Officers from the Environmental and 
Sustainable Development Directorate, 
Project Manager, Jamie Allnutt and Sen-
ior Project Officer, Ben Riches  
addressed residents.  
 
They outlined the proposed master plan 
which they said had been developed 
after extensive studies and onsite meet-
ings that included consultation with resi-
dents and other stakeholders. 
 
However, the overwhelming message 
from residents at the meeting was that 
they feared the open plan and village 
atmosphere will be lost through over 
development of the Kambah centre un-
der the proposed master plan.  
 
Many long time residents highlighted the 
convenience, easy access and parking 
and the ñsense of communityò as the 
main attractions of the Kambah shopping 
centre. 
 
They also highlighted their objections to 
multi storey development, the loss of the 
service station, a reduction in parking, 
concerns over traffic flow and vehicle 
and pedestrian access to the Kambah 
precinct. 
 
Mr. Allnutt said that extensive traffic 
studies had been undertaken as part of 
the master plan project focussing on 
access and traffic flow. He said under-
ground parking would be provided in 
many proposed new developments. 
 
However, he would take back to his su-
periors the issues raised at the public 
meeting and they will be considered as 
part of the consultation process.  
 
Meanwhile he encouraged all residents 
to provide feedback on the Master Plan 
by visiting the website, via email or post 
to: PO Box 1908, Canberra ACT 2601.  
Public comments on the master plan 
close on 14 October 2011.  
 

See story on page 3      

http://www.actpla.act.gov.au/topics/significant_projects/planning_studies/kambah_group_centre
http://www.actpla.act.gov.au/topics/significant_projects/planning_studies/kambah_group_centre
mailto:kambah@act.gov.au?subject=Feedback
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Welcome to  
Erindale Shopping  

Centre 

Retirement 
bill  

 
A Bill aimed at protecting the residents 
and operators of retirement villages will 
be tabled in the ACT Legislative Assem-
bly.  
 
The Retirement Villages Bill 2011 óin 
principleô will be tabled by Mary Porter 
MLA during the two sitting weeks in Oc-
tober.  
 
She said older Canberrans are the fast-
est growing cohort of our ACT popula-
tion.  
 
Ms Porter says the primary object of the 
Bill is to promote consumer protection 
and fair trading practices in relation to 
operating retirement villages.  
 
She says it will also ensure that prospec-
tive residents have available to them the 
necessary information to make an in-
formed decision as to whether retirement 
village living is for them.  
 
ñIt will also promote growth of the indus-
try and hopefully ensure its viability in the 
ACT,ò Ms Porter said.  
 
ñThe ACT is the only Australian state or 
territory that does not have legislation to 
protect people living in, and operating, 
retirement villages. Instead we currently 
have a mandatory Code of Practice,ò Ms 
Porter added.  
 
Further information about the Bill is avail-
able at http://www.maryporter.net/, or by 
contacting: 6205 0100. 
 

Source: Mary Porter MLA 

The Environment and Sustainable Devel-
opment Directorate is working on three 
master planning projects in the Tugger-
anong Valley.  
 
Kambah  
 
The community consultation period for 
the Kambah group centre master plan 
has been extended and will now be clos-
ing on Friday 14 October 2011. 
 
Issues of community concern raised in 
earlier consultation have been ad-
dressed in the draft plan.  
 
These include: 
 

Revised street layouts to address 
concerns about the impact of 
traffic on the childcare centre on 
the corner of Kett Street and Mar-
coni Crescent, 

A landscape concept plan for the 

swale (natural drainage channel) 
shows improved connections 
between the east and west sides 
of the centre and how the space 
could be used as good quality 
open space for centre users and 
future residents, 

Building heights reduced slightly, 

though some increase in height is 
necessary to provide an incentive 
for private landowners to rede-
velop. The highest buildings will 
be between 4-5 storeys with 
many buildings of 2-3 storeys. 

 
Erindale  
 
The Erindale part of the Tuggeranong 
and Erindale master plan has been de-

layed due to further work on traffic and 
car parking issues in Erindale that have 
been identified as part of the consultation 
process.   
 
The government has commissioned an 
additional traffic study to look in more 
detail at traffic and car parking in Erin-
dale.   
 
As part of this study revised concepts for 
Erindale have been tested by the con-
sultants to ensure that the master plan 
addresses the traffic issues in Erindale.   
 
These revised concepts will be used to 
consult with key stakeholders in the last 
week of September.  
  
Following this consultation a draft master 
plan for Erindale will be developed and 
released for public comment with the 
Tuggeranong master plan in December. 
 
Tuggeranong  
 
Revised concepts for Tuggeranong were 
presented to the community in August 
2011.  The main ideas presented in-
cluded:  
  

development of  up to 7000 new 

residential dwellings in Tugger-
anong, 

improvements for pedestrians 
and street scapes,  

development of Soward Way into 
a boulevard,  

development of the foreshore and 
Anketell St precinct into a quality 
public area,  

a new residential development at 

Greenway (opposite Bunnings).   
 
Since then these ideas have been devel-
oped further based on general support 
from the community into a draft master 
plan.   
 
This draft master plan requires govern-
ment approval, before being released for 
public comment in December. 
 
Next steps  
 
The combined Tuggeranong and Erin-
dale Master plan will be released for 
public consultation during November and 
December.  Visit www.actpla.act.gov.au/
tuggeranongerindale  for more informa-
tion. 
 

Source: ACT Government (ESDD) 

Master planning updates  

http://www.maryporter.net/
http://www.actpla.act.gov.au/topics/significant_projects/planning_studies/tuggeranong_and_erindale_centres_planning_project
http://www.actpla.act.gov.au/topics/significant_projects/planning_studies/tuggeranong_and_erindale_centres_planning_project


 Tuggeranong Community Council      Working with our community                              www.tuggcc.com      Page 4     

Chief Minister Katy Gallagher hosted 
Tuggeranong residents to morning tea 
with her ministers at the recently opened 
Namadgi School in Kambah.  
 
The event was held on Saturday, 17 
September with the Chief Minister de-
claring it a great opportunity to hear 
about new initiatives and for residents to 
discuss issues of local importance.  
 
"The Morning Tea with Ministers gave 
Tuggeranong residents an opportunity to 
meet informally with ACT Government 
Ministers and to share their views and 
suggestions about things that are impor-
tant to them," Ms Gallagher said.  
 
"Through this initiative, in conjunction 
with a range of other engagement oppor-
tunities such as Twitter Cabinet, the ACT 
Government is continuing its commit-
ment to listen to community views and 
suggestions."  
 
The Chief Minister also released the 
ACT Government's new community en-
gagement guidelines, Engaging Canber-
rans: A Guide to Community              

Engagement, at the morning tea. The 
Guide was developed in close consulta-
tion with the community sector to help 
ACT Government staff engage more 
effectively with a wide range of stake-
holders.  
 
"This is part of my commitment to the 
Canberra community to lead an open 
and transparent Government that en-
courages participation by citizens in the 
governing process and public collabora-
tion on a range of issues," Ms Gallagher 
said.  
 
"This Guide will help to deliver on these 
óopen government' priorities," she said.  
 
The Guide has a focus on contemporary 
community engagement strategies, tech-
niques and tools, and is based on the 
work of the International Association for 
Public Participation.  
 
"The Guide is another tool at our dis-
posal to help ensure a consistent and 
considered approach to our interactions 
with Canberrans," Ms Gallagher said.  
 
"It provides practical advice on how to 
create meaningful opportunities for pub-
lic involvement in the governance of the 
ACT."  
 
The manual can be accessed online, 
with a limited number of hard copies 
available at ACT Government libraries.  
 
Training in the application of the princi-
ples that underpin the Guide will also be 
provided for both Government staff and 
members of the community sector. 
 

Source: ACT Government 
 

Chief Minister launches new  
community engagement guide  

Chief Minister, Katy Gallagher, speaking to 
Tuggeranong residents at the recent ñMorning 
Tea with Minstersô at the new Namadgi 

School.  

 

Greens rail push  
 
The ACT Greens have called on the 
Government to commit to building light 
rail in Canberra, and to make a strong 
case to the Federal Government for high
-speed rail between Sydney and Can-
berra.   
 
Greens transport spokeswoman and 
Member for Brindabella, Amanda 
Bresnan, says the Government should 
present a detailed proposal to the Fed-
eral Government by the end of the year, 
and make the case for prioritising Can-
berra high speed rail routes.  
 
Ms Bresnan said the Chief Minister has 
lobbied and pushed for new freeways.   
 
''Sustainable transport projects like light 
rail and high-speed rail should receive 
the same effort,ò she said.  
 
 

Green Festival  
 
Canberraôs inaugural óLiving Green Fes-
tivalô will be held on Sunday, 16 October 
at Albert Hall.  
 
The Festival will focus on the relation-
ship between climate change, the envi-
ronment, and animals. 
 
The theme of the Festival is óa kinder 
shade of greenô, and it will showcase 
easy ways we humans can reduce our 
carbon footprint and be more consider-
ate of the other creatures we share this 
planet with.  
 

Canberra snubbed  
 
Of the $150 million in grants to regional 
Australia announced recently by Simon 
Crean, not one dollar has flowed to the 
ACT, according to ACT Liberal Senator, 
Gary Humphries.  
 
Round 1 of Regional Development Aus-
tralia Funding saw grants going to every 
state and territory but the ACT, Senator 
Humphries said. 
 
ñThis is an absolute disgrace. It just goes 
to show how much Labor takes Can-
berra for granted,ò he said.   
 
ñEvery other state and territory has re-
ceived funding under these grants. Even 
Geelong Football Club received a $10 
million grant for a stadium upgrade,ò 
Senator Humphries added.  

 

NEWS IN BRIEF 

http://www.communityengagement.act.gov.au/
http://www.communityengagement.act.gov.au/
http://www.communityengagement.act.gov.au/

